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 An apparent paradox attaches to the concept of sustainable development: as general levels of 

education, technology, and scientific knowledge have increased, so has the ecological impact of 

humanity and the likelihood of large-scale anthropogenic catastrophe for human populations. This 

paradox can be at least partially explained as the result of perceptual and cognitive illusion. Human 

perception, cognition and meaning systems are always to some extent “inherited” as a path-dependent 

“traditionality”. This difference between the world “as it is” and “as we know it” creates an illusion and a 

false sense of impunity to act in the world . . . 
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