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Outline

•Before getting to the action part: The New Rural Economy Project of 
CRRF

•What have we learned about community capacity?

•What can communities do?



NRE Objectives

•NRE a project of CRRF

•Established in 1997 – 5-year project

•Provide grounded, comparative, and comprehensive analysis of the 
new rural economy in Canada

•Establish a collaborative research and education network that will 
build capacity to improve the quality of life for all rural Canadians

•To develop insightful, documented recommendations for long run 
rural business performance, inclusive development, and public policy

•To establish a long-term research and education infrastructure to 
serve the above objectives
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•Researches associated with more than 20 universities and institutes

•32 field sites chosen (5 dimensions of comparison)

•Program of workshops and conferences – over 13 years, about 25 
locations

•International collaboration

•2 sites in Japan

•Colleagues and centres in USA, UK, the Netherlands, Germany, 
Italy, Mexico

•Invitation to work with us
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Finally:

•Make use of other groups and networks – like CRRF

•Cannot deal with these problems alone

•Many of them are rooted in pressures over which communities have no control (cf. Peter, 
Ray)

•The complexity of NRE requires continuous learning and information from a wide variety 
of sources

•Capacity building is a social and long term process


