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Les Grandes Lignes de
Reflections

1. Relations externes de 1’économie rurale.

2. Compe¢tition dans les marches.
3. Integration avec 1I’environnement.

4. La culture d’apprentissage.

5. Une Chartre Rurale.



The VR E 1s diverse, many economies.

Can no longer treat agriculture alone. VR E
complex, many interactive relationships.

Agriculture and agricultural policies have
become a liability to many rural economies.

Governments and agricultural leaders need
to rethink their one sector, 1 12% solutions.



Today’s NRE
THREE RURAL CANADASs

Number 1 5'10% pop

Gold Credit Card; globally competitive, strong
property rights backed up with mercantile entitlements

Number 2 60'70% pop

Debit Card; local orientation, politically implicated, landed,
volunteers, robust entitlements, significant informal economy

Number 3 20'35% pop

No credit; unemployed/under-employed,
few property rights, fragile entitlements, income trapped
big informal economy, youth, seniors, female, aboriginal
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THINGS WE KNOW WITH

CERTAINTY
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*All agricultural households are pluriactive now. }
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Upstream and downstream markets continue

~

to concentrate to the disadvantage of agriculture.

)

L-Agricultural household earnings in Canada contain}

relatively weak rents compared to the US.

[-Farm income disasters recur with unpredictable

frequency.
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WTO and the rural economy

‘ Economic growth and efficiency

Demanding customer
with market power

ﬁ ‘ Extra tonne mentality

Ever-increasing
rice pressure on resource sectors

Intense

focus on cost-saving

3 EVILS’
of
free trade

Breakdown of rural institutions
epressure on the environment

‘minimum wage rural economy




Perils of a natural resource-dependent
rural economy
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SOME CHALLENGES
T0O

CONVENTIONAL
WISDOM




1. Markets

Supply and demand determine efficient prices

Not for common property services, such as food
security or rural amenities,

OR when markets are concentrated.




2. Productivity

Being more competitive is THE solution ......
... BUT

Not sustainable when downstream commodity
value-adding enterprises are globalizing,
putting enormous price pressure on their
suppliers, ...especially through "bracketing’.



3. Technology

More is better ...
...BUT NOT ALWAYS

1. When access is tied to wealth extracting
agreements with globally integrated suppliers;

2. When safety and ecological impacts are not
reasonably transparent,

3. When individual and collective sovereignty
and identity are replaced by dependency.



4. Sectoral Policy

More mercantile measures are demanded AND
offered.... ....BUT

When they substitute for productivity, are
capricious, palliative, rent extracting,
OR generate dependency,

They damage local capacity to develop AND
usually impede trade.









RURAL ASSETS
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En sommaire:
Conséquences d’entreprendre
chez-nous ...a ’ancienne




Une strategie plus propice
pour entreprendre chez-nous,

S’¢loigner de I’économie de ressources naturelles

Différencier les biens et les services

Lier étroitement entreprise et environnement

Choisir la technologie pour sa force dans les marches

Approfondir la culture d’apprentissage

Amenites rurales Amenites rurales

PLUS......




Une Chartre Rurale

Et pourguol pas?




Pour une
Nouvelle Economie Rurale
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UNE RURALITE SANS FRONTIERES




Batir I'economie rurale pour les annees
2000

Building rural economies for the 2000s



